TUMBLING   IN  THE   HAY
back wheel, could never be shaken off. It was wel
for me that, in putting me back, they put him bads
too away from me.
Some of those who were gesticulating turned out
to be asking friends in the crowd if they had five
shillings. For, as I have said, you had to lodge five
shillings before your protest could be heard, I had
five shillings sewn in my jersey. That saved the time it
took to go to the tents, so I turned back and handed it
in, and told the committee in Lady Jaffe's hearing (and
it was she who had presented a prize of " a magnificent
gold watch " to the committee) how I was hemmed in
and nearly killed; and how surprised I was to find that
a Trinity man could be so scurvily treated in Ulster,
and how I had to get back for an examination in
Anatomy at once.
The committee were not as sympathetic as one
would have expected, but Lady Jaffe was, because
she was a lady like my aunt and could sympathise
with a young medical student who was up against
such rough people as were competing at the meeting,
even if she disapproved of his low taste in sport.
She was sure that the committee would not mind if
she herself presented me with the watch. They
hardly could, seeing that she was the donor. And if
I hurried, I might get the six-twenty.
Somebody plucked my elbow. A spare old man
with a wizened face, dead but for its intelligent bright
eyes, whispered loudly: "Jest you roide 'ome if yer
wants to keep in form all roight, and the start's now."
He winked and jerked his thumb. " There wuz too
many people to the acre on the last lap.*1
I got the watch, but I did not get that train. For
one thing, it stopped at Portadown, which might
contain a few fellows of the baser sort who seemed
disappointed with the day's sport, particularly at the
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